The Royal Infirmary had an unusual origin in that it was initiated not by medical men but by the Professor of Logic at the University, George Jardine (1742-1827), who was also its first secretary. The original list of subscribers still exists. By this time the Glasgow Medical School proper was firmly established, largely through the efforts of William Cullen and his pupil, Joseph Black, before both went to Edinburgh.
A This last instrument, made in 1842, clearly illustrates the progress made in instrument design in the previous few years: for it has a curved Lister limb, substage condenser, and numerous accessories, as well as greatly improved optics. It is possible to assess the performance of the newly introduced achromatic objectives of this period by the measurement of their Optical Transfer Function. This procedure, which compares the contrast inherent in a test target with that in the image formed by the optics, shows that objectives of moderate apertures, such as were used by Lister for his early researches, have an optical performance nearly equal to that of modern objectives of equivalent aperture. Such data serve to demonstrate the significance of the optical improvement achieved in the early nineteenth century, and further emphasize that instruments preserved in museums are important for our understanding of the development of science and medicine.
Dr. Paul spoke on: SIR GEORGE BEATSON AND THE ROYAL BEATSON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL George Thomas Beatson (1848 Beatson ( -1933 took his first medical degree in Edinburgh. Shortly after that he spent some time on an estate in the west of Scotland, where he started work on an M.D. thesis on the subject of lactation. Some of the experience and information he acquired suggested to him that there was a non-nervous connexion between the ovaries and the mammae. This experience in the late 1870s was to influence his thinking during the next quarter of a century.
